CHAPTER VII
HANDWORK

A SUBSTANTIAL part of the young child's school day
should be devoted to activities with his hands. These
activities will take different forms according to age and
stage of maturity.

In the early stage, i.e. up to about five and a half
years of age, the child uses sand, clay, bricks and almost
any kind of waste material, such as paper, cardboard
boxes, reels, tins or oddments of wood, to satisfy his love
of construction and the play of his imagination.

Interests are transitory and the results of the work
are rarely permanent in form. The child does not
always set out to make any particular object, but rather,
in the course of handling his material, something arrives
,to which a name is given.

The value of this manipulative work lies jft the
opportunity it provides for the enrichment of sensory
and perceptual experience and for the strengthening of
the muscles of the arms, hands and fingers and the
co-ordination of the eye and hand. It is the stage in
which the child begins to understand the nature of the
material with which he is experimenting and what he
can do with it.
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